
MIA Totals: WWI (3,344), WWII (72,674), Korean (7,631), Cold War (126), Vietnam (1,594), OEF, OIF (5) 

Indiana WWI (104) WWII (1,500), Korean (170), Vietnam (51) 
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                      President: Michael Clark                                                                                       Vice President: David Craig 
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President News 

I hope everyone is doing well and in good health. Page 2 of the newsletter list our September birthday        

members. I wish all of you a happy birthday and hope you have many more.  

Please monitor the Chapter event calendar. The event calendar is a working document and could change 

daily. The event planning committee meets on the first Wednesday of each month to discuss event for the 

upcoming month and future events. All Chapter members are welcome to attend the event planning       

meetings. The event calendar can be reviewed from our website at  Calendar of Events | Indiana Rolling 

Thunder, Inc.  

Unfortunately, we lost a former member on Saturday August 27th due to a motorcycle accident. Former 

Chapter Member John Byers, the son of Member Gilbert “Gene” Byers was killed in a motorcycle accident 

on I-465 and East street around 7:15PM. On page 3 of the newsletter is a copy of John’s obituary. John and 

his father Gene, rode with the Chapter to Washington DC in 2018 and 2019. John and Gene both joined the 

Chapter in May 2018. John resigned from the Chapter in 2020 and his father Gene, remains a member. 

John’s funeral was on Friday September 2nd. Chapter Members escorted John to his final resting place at 

the Park Cemetery in Greenfield, IN. John was a Marine with four years of service and was buried with full 

Military Honors. 

The Chapter election is on Sunday September 18th. Nominations were taken at the July and August 

Chapter meetings and the results of the nominations are listed on page 11 of the newsletter. The nominees 

for Vice President, Chairman of the Board, and Treasurer ran unopposed and will serve in those positions 

for the next two years. We have four nominees for Board Member positions with only two positions      

available. Therefore, we will have an election for the two Board positions. Please remember that you 

MUST be a member in good standing and present at the Chapter meeting to cast a vote.  

Veterans Center Support Ride and Fund Raiser was on Saturday August 27th and went very well. Don, 

Wendy, and the event committee did an awesome job planning and executing the event. Details on the 

event is located on Pages 4-6 of the newsletter. 

The next Chapter meeting is Sunday September 18, 2022 

http://indianarollingthunder.com/
http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/events.html
http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/events.html
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September 2022 Birthday’s 

 

David Begala 9-19 

Jessica Clark 9-22 

Joshua Cole 9-3 

David Craig 9-12 

Penny Crowder 9-24 

Michael Kirkhoff 9-16 

Terry Sanderson 9-26 

Greg Thompson 9-21 

Shawn Utterback 9-6 
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In Memory of John Byers                                                                                                  

February 15, 1982 to August 27, 2022 

 
GREENFIELD – John Michael Byers, age 40 of Greenfield, passed away on Saturday, August 27, 2022 in 

Indianapolis. He was born on February 15, 1982 to Gilbert (Gene) and Cheryl Sue (Mayberry) Byers. John 

graduated from Greenfield-Central High School in 2000 and enlisted in the United States Marine Corps 

and proudly served from 2001-2005. 

John is survived by his parents mentioned above; brothers, Chris (Katrina) Byers of Greenfield; Matt 

(Angela) Byers of Avon; nephew and nieces: Kyle (Jessie) Byers; Korah (Devren) Miller; Paige Byers and 

Sydney Byers; and great nephew: Trayce Miller. John is preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, 

Gilbert & Helen Byers; maternal 

grandfather, Marvin Mayberry and maternal grandmother: Anna (James) Papageorge. John loved riding his 

motorcycle and it is hard to accept right now, but one day we hope to find comfort knowing he died doing 

something he loved. Anyone that knew John, knew that he lived his life to the fullest. In his 40 years, he 

did more things and saw more places than most will in a lifetime. He made a deep impact on everyone in 

his life. Words can't begin to express how much he will be missed. 

Many people have reached out asking what they can do in our time of grief. If John were here, he would 

say something like "stop talking about all the shit you want to do in life, get off your ass, and go do it." So, 

if you really want to help the Byers family, go do something fun, do it with someone you love, and remem-

ber John when you're doing it. 

May you rest in peace John. 
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Fort Harrison Veterans Center Support Ride                                                                           

Saturday August 27, 2022 

The 9th annual Fort Harrison Veterans Center Support Ride is in the books. I thank the Event Committee 

for a great job putting the event together. Special thanks goes to Don and Wendy Leasure for all the hard 

work they did organizing the event. Organizing an event like this takes a lot of work and effort. 

The program started with the CA35 Sea Cadets presenting the colors, followed by the National Anthem 

and Pledge of Allegiance. The Sea Cadets are an awesome group of young men and women and always 

do a great job presenting the colors for the Chapter. The Veterans Center tenants were given an opportuni-

ty to introduce their organization to the group and tell them a little bit about their mission. Don Leasure 

instructed the group on the Scavenger Hunt and the activities for the day. 

Dennis Smalling       

VVA 295 President 

LT Brad Sauter, NSCC 

Commanding Officer CA35 

Jim Haarbauer                

Task Force Omega 

Don Leasure                

Rolling Thunder            

and                                  

Facilitator of the Event 
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Fort Harrison Veterans Center Support Ride                                                                           

Saturday August 27, 2022 

 

The weather was great for the event. Don put together good routes for the Scavenger Hunt and those 

that participated in the Scavenger Hunt had a great time. Listed below are some pictures of the group 

that took the Eastern Route. 

The first stop was at the Battle of the Chosen Reservoir       

memorial at the Lawrence Park in Lawrence, IN. The group 

included Colton, Orin, Ed, David, Jeff and Mike.  

The second stop was Fatty Cycles in McCordsville, but we 

failed to get a picture of the stop. 

The third stop was Falls Park in Pendleton. This stop had an interesting monument about three white men 

that were hung in 1825 for killing Indians. I’ve been to Falls Park many times and this was the first time I 

saw this monument. The Falls Park monument was too far for Jeff to walk so he was in charge of guarding 

the bikes. 

The fourth stop was Jimmies Dairy Queen in Pendleton. The day was   

starting to heat up so we decided to go inside and have some Ice Cream. 

Jimmies is a great place for Ice Cream and a BBQ sandwich if your       

hungry. 

The fifth stop was at the Keg’n Bottle in Lapel Indiana. The group finished 

the route a little early so we decided to get some extra credit and ride over 

to Westfield to the Fallen Hoosier Heroes Memorial. 

Fallen Hoosier Heroes Memorial, Westfield Indiana 
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Fort Harrison Veterans Center Support Ride                                                                           

Saturday August 27, 2022 

While people were on the Scavenger Hunt, the Sea Cadets had a Car Wash to help raise funds for the        

Veterans Center. The Sea Cadets had a great time and raised $455 from the Car Wash. Great job Sea Cadets. 

After everyone returned from the Scavenger Hunt, the group had a good meal cooked by the Italian Stallion 

Alex Barile and Nick Esposito. After everyone ate, Don started passing out the winning prizes from the Raffle 

and Giveaways. Some of the takeaways included an expensive jacket from Indian Motorcycles of Lafayette, 

$350 worth of Gift Cards from Harley Davidson of Indianapolis, and Southside Harley Davidson, and gift 

card from Mama Carolla’s. Other businesses donated some good merchandise for the raffle and takeaways. 

Just about everyone walked away with a gift. 

David really liked his winnings 

We didn’t have the number of Chapter Members, Center Tenants, or Guest that we hoped to have, but we 

had enough to raise some funds for the Veterans Center. With Donations, Registrations, Raffle Tickets,     

50-50 and Car Wash, the total funds raised for the Veterans Center was $4,223.97. 

We thank Don, Wendy, the Event Committee members, and all that helped with the event for a job well 

done. Thank You. 
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INDY Honor Flight #36                                                                                                        

Saturday September 10, 2022 

 Reuben Hoskins U.S. Army 

WWII 

INDY Flight #36 is scheduled to depart Indianapolis on Saturday September 10th to Washington DC with 

several Veterans to visit their War Memorial.  The flight will return the same day at the Indianapolis    

Airport around 19:00. The welcome Home celebration will be at the Plainfield High School from 19:30 to 

21:30. The Plainfield High School is located at Red Pride Drive, Plainfield, IN 46168. 

Chapter Members can meet the Veterans at the Indianapolis Airport after they debark the plane or at the 

Plainfield High School when they arrive. The welcome home celebration at the High School is something 

to see if you have never been to one.  

Before the flight arrives, we will meet at the Coachman Restaurant for dinner. The Coachman Restaurant 

is located at 6112 Cambridge Way, Plainfield, IN 46168.  

 

Rolling Thunder Schedule 

17:00 - Meet at the Coachman Restaurant for dinner. 

18:30 - Depart to the Indianapolis Airport or Plainfield High School. 

19:30 to 21:30 - Welcome Home Celebration at the Plainfield High School 
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Watchfire                                                                                                                    

Thursday September 15, 2022 

Location: Indiana War Memorial. 

Arrival Time: 17:30 to help with setup. 

Program Time: 19:30 

 

A flag will be posted by youth groups for each of the 1700+ Indiana MIAs. A Roll Call will also be     

conducted for the 1700+ MIAs. 

INDIANAPOLIS (Aug. 8, 2022)—Following an ancient military tradition of lighting a fire after a battle to 

help the wounded and missing find their way back home, a watchfire will take place on the steps of the   

Indiana War Memorial on Thurs. Sept. 15, at 7:30 pm. as a prelude to the National POW/MIA Recognition 

Day Ceremony that will take place the next day. 

 

Watchfires date back to the early Romans and Huns. It became a practice in this country when U.S.        

Vietnam Veterans resurrected the ritual to call attention to all of those still missing in action or prisoners of 

war in Vietnam.  

 

Over the years a watchfire has become a part of the National POW/MIA Recognition Day across the    

country. For the second year in row, the Indiana War Memorial will host this solemn and poignant         

ceremony.   

 

The ceremony will be led and conducted by Indiana high school kids who are members of the Junior      

Reserve Officers’ Training Corp (JROTC), Young Marines, and Sea Cadets, as well as members of the     

Children of the American Revolution who range in age from the sixth grade through high school. 
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Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 
Elections 

The September Chapter meeting will include the 2022 election for Chapter Officers. Nominations were     
taken at the July and August Chapter meetings for Vice President, Chairman of the Board, Treasury, and 
(2) Board Members.  
 
Based on the August Chapter meeting, the following members were nominated and ran unopposed.       
Therefore, they will serve in their elected position for the next two years. Congratulations to David, Jeff and 
Terry. 

Vice President                 

David Craig 

Chairman of the Board   

Jeff “Fuzzy” Thatcher 

Treasurer                                          

Terry “Flash” Sanderson 

ED Newbill Orin Morris Portia Graves David Brewer 

 

The Chapter has two Board positions open for the 2022 election. Listed below are the nominees for the two 

Board positions. The Chapter is fortunate to have members that are willing to step up and take on more    

responsibilities within the Chapter. I wish them all well and good luck on the election. 

All four of these members are worthy of a Board Member position, but only two can be selected. Please 

plan on attending the September 18th Chapter meeting to cast your vote for the two members that you 

would like to have as your Board Officers. 
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Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 
Elections 

Former Chairman of the Board                                    

Vern Rensing 

Vern served the Chapter in an officer position from 2013 to 2022. In his nine years of service, Vern served 

as Alternate Board member, Board member, Vice President, and Chairman of the Board. Vern has           

accomplished a lot for the Chapter during his nine years of service as an officer.  

Vern was instrumental in the success of the Rolling Thunder Indiana Veterans Fund (RTIVF) program from 

2015 to 2018. During those three years, Vern spent several hours reviewing applications from Veterans   

asking for financial assistance to help them with their daily lives. On many occasions, Vern would work one 

on one with the Veteran to make sure they received the assistance that they needed. 

Vern’s leadership as Chairman of the Board has been a valuable asset to the Executive Officers and Board 

members. Vern experience and knowledge as a supervisor for UPS for many years was apparent on many of 

his decision for the good of the Board and Chapter. 

Thank you Vern for an outstanding leadership as Chairman of the Board and I hope you will continue to 

serve the Chapter for years to come. 
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Indiana POW/MIA Specialty Plates  

As of August 31, 2022 

As of August 31, 2022  we have 4,841 POW/MIA specialty plates on the streets of Indiana helping to bring 

awareness to the public about our POWs, and MIAs. The funds generated from the sale of the POW/MIA 

Specialty plate goes towards helping our Indiana Veterans in need through the Indiana Military Family  

Relief Fund (MFRF). For the Month of August we are up 56 (1.2%) plates over the same time as last 

year.  
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Indiana POW/MIA Specialty Plate Fund  

From 2010 to 2022 

Since the introduction of the Indiana POW/MIA Specialty Plate in January 2010, the plate has generated an 

estimated $1,147,625. 100% of the proceeds generated from the sales of the POW/MIA specialty plate 

goes to the Indiana Military Family Relief Fund (MFRF) to help our Indiana Veterans in need. 

If you don’t have a Indiana POW/MIA Specialty Plate on your vehicle, please let the Bureau Motor       

Vehicle (BMV) know that you would like to purchase a Rolling Thunder® sponsored POW/MIA specialty 

plate on your next renewal or new purchase. 

With the purchase of a Indiana POW/MIA specialty plate, not only will you be instrumental in helping to 

bring awareness to the public about our POWs and MIAs, you will be helping our Indiana Veterans in 

need. 
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Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Membership Patches and Obligations 

National Constitution 

If you mail your patches to the Chapter, make sure you send the package CERTIFIED 
or PRIORITY mail for tracking purposes and insure the package for $150.00. 
 
Please DO NOT Glue your patches on your vest. National will NOT accept damaged 
patches and you may lose your patch refund. 

Retrieve Patches: It’s the Chapters responsibility to retrieve all patches. If a member does not renew dues 

in a reasonable time, thirty days from the end of February the Chapter President or his appointed           

representative will collect their patches. Any Chapter that does not retrieve the members patches will be 

held liable for their cost. Any problems from a delinquent member to collect our property, if needed have a 

lawyer send a letter and take them to court (quote the constitution) that a member will pay all court and 

lawyers fees. The Chapter will pay National $150.00 per set lost and members deposit will not be          

refunded. 

The Chapter Boot Patch. All members will      

receive a Rolling Thunder® Membership Boot 

patch when they become a full member at the end 

of a 120-day period. If a member meets his/her     

obligations before the 120 days are up they are    

entitled to receive their Boot patch no earlier than 

90 days, provided they meet all other (loyalty and 

conduct) requirements. A new member must make 

3 meetings or events, or a combination thereof,    

during the 120-day trial period to become a full 

member. A $50.00 patch deposit is required before   

National will issue the Boot Patch.  

The Rocker and Eagle Patches. After a    

member completes his/her first year (from the 

day they receive their boot patch) as a member in 

good standing ,they will be issued the   Eagle & 

Rocker patches, which is the property of         

National.  A $100.00 patch deposit is                      

required before National will issue the Rocker 

and Eagle Patches. 

Membership Obligations 

The Rolling Thunder® patches are items that members strive to obtain. The Boot patch represents the    

members Chapter, and the Rocker and Eagle represents Rolling Thunder® National. These patches should 

be worn proudly and with respect. When a member is issued these patches, they have an obligation to take 

care of them and turn them in if they decide to quit Rolling Thunder® for whatever reason. Below is an 

abstract from the National Constitution on the members obligations that they agree to when they receive 

these patches. 
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POW/MIA Affairs Committee 

2022 MIAs Accounted-For 

DPAA 2022 Accounted for: 71 

As of August 31, 2022 

Accounted-For by War 

 

WWII (51) 

Korea (18) 

Vietnam/Laos (2) 

 

Accounted-For By Service 

 

U.S Army (41) 

U.S Army Air Forces (24) 

U.S Marine Corps (5) 

U.S Marine Corps Reserves (0 ) 

U.S Navy (1) 

U.S Navy Reserves (0) 

U.S Air Force (0) 

U.S Coast Guard (0) 

Name DOL Identified Returned County HOR 

F3C Alferd E. Livingston 12-7-1941 2-1-2007 7-21-2007 USS Oklahoma Worthington  

1st Class Paul A. Nash  12-7-1941 4-15-2015 6-30-2016 USS Oklahoma Carlisle  

3rd Class Francis L. Hannon  12-7-1941 10-24-2017  USS Oklahoma Indianapolis 

SEA1 Oris V. Brandt 12-7-1941 2-20-2019  USS Oklahoma Kentland 

PFC USMC Marley R. Arthurholtz 12-7-1941 9-18-2019 12-7-2019 USS Oklahoma South Bend 

CPO B. James Booe 12-7-1941 9-29-2020 6-1-2021 USS Oklahoma Veedersburg 

SEA1 Maurice V. Spangler 12-7-1941 3-27-2020  USS Oklahoma Ft. Wayne 

2nd Class Harold F. Trapp 12-7-1941 11-24-2020  USS Oklahoma LaPorte 

3Rd Class Willaim H. Trapp 12-7-1941 11-24-2020  USS Oklahoma LaPorte 

George Gilbert 12-7-941 8-24-2020 6-6-2022 USS Oklahoma Indianapolis 

Indiana Heroes that have been Identified 
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POW/MIA Affairs Committee 

Continue 

Name DOL Identified Returned County HOR 

PVT USMC Fred Freet 11-20-1943 8-6-2018 4-18-2019 Tarawa Atoll Marion 

PVT USMC William E. Ramboo 11-20-1943 7-13-2019  Betio Island LaPorte 

PFC USMC Louis Wiesshan 11-21-1943 9-23-2019 6-11-2020 Tarawa Atoll Richmond 

PFC USMC Charles D. Miller 11-22-1943 5-19-2020  Tarawa Atoll Albany  

1LT Robert L. McIntosh 5-12-1944 8-1-2015 8-13-2016 Italy Tipton 

TSGT Charles G. Ruble 9-17-1944 5-31-2019 3-2-2020 Netherlands  Parker City 

PFC Army Clifford M. Mills 9-18-1944 1-29-2019 3-30-2019 Germany Troy 

PFC Marvin E. Dickson 11-13-1944 9-27-2018 6-8-2019 Germany Indianapolis 

MSG Charles H. McDaniel  11-1-1950 9-12-2018 10-27-2018 Korea Greenwood 

SGT Stanley Lee Dewitt 11-1-1950 6-5-2020 10-19-2021 Chosen Reservoir Royal City 

SGT Charles Garrigus 12-1-1950 8-2-2022  Chosen Reservoir Terre Haute 

SFC James A. Coleman 10-3-1952 5-23-2022 10-19-2022 Korea Hillsdale 

Indiana Heroes that have been Identified 
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POW/MIA Education Reading  

And  

Websites 

Recommended Books 

Title Author 

Leave No Man Behind Bill Bell 

Why Didn’t You Get Me  Out Frank Aton 

Kiss The Boys Goodbye Monika Jensen-Stevenson & William Stevenson 

Betrayed Joseph D. Douglass, Jr 

Still Waiting Linda Cope 

An Enormous Crime Bill Hendon and Elizabeth A Stewart  

Note: Books marked in RED are highly recommended reads. 

Recommended Web Sites 

Title URL 

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) http://www.dpaa.mil/ 

Biographies on Prisoners of War and Missing in Action  http://www.pownetwork.org/bios.htm 

Rolling Thunder National http://www.rollingthunder1.com/ 

National League of POW/MIA Families http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/ 

Rolling Thunder Indiana Chapter 1 http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/ 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve http://esgr.mil/in 

Veterans Support Council of Marion County  http://www.vscmc.com/ 

Veterans Events http://www.veteranevents.org/ 

American Ex-Prisoners of War http://www.axpow.org/default.htm 
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The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge  

Mr. Paynter with his wife 

Becky. Hard to believe that a 

Marine could make such a catch  

Larry Paynter is a proud Marine, Chapter Member, and along with his 

wife Becky, own and operate the Coachman Restaurant & Lounge in 

Plainfield, IN. The Coachman is famous for mouthwatering Prime Rib, 

Fresh cut steaks, large seafood selection, and the best Pork Tenderloin 

sandwich anywhere. 

The Coachman offers daily lunch, and dinner food specials, with discount 

on appetizers, desserts, wine, liquor, and beer. 

Join us for great food, and service along with our beautiful Patio for out-

side dining and entertainment (weather permitting). The Coachman is lo-

cated at 6112 Cambridge Way, Plainfield, IN 46168 

Visit the Coachman at http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com 

The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge 

10% discount with this coupon 

 

Not available with any other discounts 

                                Always remember our American POWs and MIAs 

http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com
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Ed Duam is a long time Rolling Thunder Chapter Member, and owner of the Do it Best Hardware store 

in Plainfield, IN. Ed has a great selection of hardware products for you do-it-yourselfers.  If you are in a 

need of an American, POW-MIA, or State flag, see Ed. His flags are top American quality at a reasona-

ble price.  

 

 

Ed offers 10% discount to Veterans. 

Web site: http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/ 

 

 

Store Address: 1001 East Main Street, Plainfield, IN 46168 (317) 839-2353 

 

Ed will love to see yea 

http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/
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This page is dedicated to our brothers and sisters hat have gone on to ride the heavens 

 

NEVER FORGET 

Tookolo, Allen, Member, November 2002 Booth, Frank, Member, 2004 

Walker, Bruce, Member, October 2004 Parish, Bruce “Buz”, Past President, Sept 2008 

Brinkley, Jon Past President, January 2009 Leck, Lou, Member, September 2009 

Hall, Bruce, Member, March 2010 Gigle, Gene, Member, August 2011 

Jolly, Ron Past Vice President, December 2011 Kaler, Steve, Past President, June 2012 

Wilson, John, US Army WWII POW, July 2012 Loffredo, Nicholas, Member, August 2012 

Freeman, James, Past Board, August 2012 Fulmer, Kenneth, Member, August 2012 

Huelskamp, Glenn, Member, February 2013 Hillis, George “Sam”, May 2013 

Winters, Steve, Member, September 2013 Meyerrose, Timothy, Member, May 2014 

Richard (Dick) Forrey, Member June 2015 Hutchinson, James Alt Board Member, Dec 2015 

Mary Brodrick, Member April 2016 Van Brunt, Craig, May 2016 

Gary Stanley, Member October 2017 Jimmie Earl Brown , Member August 2018 

Ruth Smith, Member September 2018 Damon Gastineau , Member December 2018 

Joseph Smith, Member April 2018 Linda Cope, Past Secretary June 2019 

Walter “Wally” J. Dudek, Member November 2019 Joe Kernan, USN Vietnam War POW, July 2020 

Melanie Bailey, Member November 25, 2021 Katherina Bean, Member December 14, 2021 

Donald Leffler, Member December 20, 2021 Richard Harrington, Past COB, January 17, 2022 

John Byers, Member August 27, 2022  


