
MIA Totals: WWI (3,344), WWII (72,674), Korean (7,631), Cold War (126), Vietnam (1,594), OEF, OIF (5) 

Indiana WWI (104) WWII (1,501), Korean (171), Vietnam (51) 
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President News 

I hope everyone is doing well and in good health. Page 2 of the newsletter list our July birthday members. I 

wish all of you a happy birthday and hope you have many more.  

Please monitor the Chapter event calendar. The event calendar is a working document and could change 

daily. The event planning committee meets on the first Wednesday of each month to discuss event for the 

upcoming month and future events. All Chapter members are welcome to attend the event planning       

meetings. The event calendar can be reviewed from our website at  Calendar of Events | Indiana Rolling 

Thunder, Inc.  

This year, the Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial only consisted of 4 members and one     

Junior member attending. The weather was perfect for the ride and the Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run 

had a good turnout. There was several hundred motorcycles staged at the Grundy Fairground for the ride to 

Marseilles for the ceremony at the memorial. The Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run staff put Rolling    

Thunder® in the VIP row with the Gold Star family members. 

After we arrived at the hotel Friday evening, we went out to supper. While at the restaurant, a Veteran gave 

us two pomes that he wrote and wanted us to share them with the membership. The two pomes are located 

on pages 11 through 15. 

Please mark Saturday July 16th on your calendar for the Veterans Memorial Ride. We will ride down to the 

Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery located in Madison Indiana to pay tribute to our past members.  

June was the start of the Chapter election process. In accordance with the National Constitution, the 

membership must be notified about the Chapter election starting in June. The positions that will be open is 

the Vice President, Treasurer, Chairman of the Board, and two Board Members. Nominations for these    

positions will be taken in July and August Chapter meetings only with the Chapter election in September. 

Please think about the members that you would like to have in these positions, and be prepared to make 

your nominations at the July Chapter meeting. The nominees must be patch wearing members in good 

standing. See pages 5 through 9 for details on the election and the Duties and Responsibilities Description 

for each position. 

The next Chapter meeting is Sunday July 17, 2022 

http://indianarollingthunder.com/
http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/events.html
http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/events.html
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July 2022 Birthday’s 

 

Rocco Brunelle 7-18 

Bud Burnside 7-31 

John Higgins 7-21 

Ellis Hinkle 7-15 

Diana Jones 7-8 

Ed Newbill 7-18 

Katherine Smith 7-6 

Ralph Spangle 7-20 

Denise Van Brunt 7-2 

Larry Wilson 7-23 
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2021 Sponsorship Awards                                                                                                  

June 19, 2022 

CentreBank, Veedersburg IN Amy Hay 

Byron & Chad Berger Farms Industrial Federal Credit Union 

At the June Chapter meeting, awards were passed out to members that collected funds from sponsors in    

support of the Chapters mission. Jim, Crystal and Carry collected over $5,000 from 23 different businesses 

and individuals from Covington Indiana and surrounding towns. Thank you Jim, Crystal and Carry. 
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2021 Sponsorship Awards                                                                                                  

June 19, 2022 

Nick Esposito collected over $600 in support of our Chapters mission. Igloo Frozen Custard, and Comfort 

Dental of Lafayette have been good sponsors over the years and we appreciate their support. Thank you Nick 

for finding these sponsors. 

We have several other members that collected funds for the Chapter that wasn’t present at the   

Chapter meeting. We will have a separate awards ceremony for these sponsors when it can be 

scheduled. 

Special thanks goes to Larry Paynter, John Elms, Jim Smith, Crystal Smith, Carry Crowder, Shawn 

Utterback, Jonn Higgins, Charles Rogers and William J. Bailey for their efforts in supporting our 

2021 sponsorship drive. All together, over $17,000 was collected in support of the Chapters        

mission.  Thank You. 
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Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 
Elections 

The June Chapter meeting was the start of our 2022 election cycle. In accordance with the National         
Constitution, all members will be duly notified of elections by an announcement at the June, July and August 
Chapter meeting. 
 
Nominations will be taken at our July and August Chapter meetings only. You MUST be present to accept 
the Nomination. To be nominated and/or elected for any office, a member must be in good standing for a   
period of (1) year or longer. 
 
The member must have their Rocker/Eagle patches and have attended six (6) Chapter meetings in the past 
(12) months prior to nomination. 
 
The election will be held at our September 18th Chapter Meeting. 
 
The positions that will be up for election is the Vice President, Chairman of the Board, Treasury, and (2) 

Board Members.  

 

 

 

The election committee will be Tom Ransdell, Donna Ransdell, and Darryle Swartzlander. 
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Vice President 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

The Chapter Vice President is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Chapter Vice President enhances 

the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling Thunder mission statement, accom-

plishments, and goals to the public and garners support from the community. 

 

The duties of the Chapter Vice President will include, but not limited to the following duties: 

 

 Reports to the Chapter President. 

 Takes over the Chapter President’s duties in his/her absence. 

 Assist the Chapter President in the daily operation of the Chapter. 

 Attend all monthly Chapter meetings. 

 Assist the Chapter President to make sure all members follow the Rolling Thunder®   National Constitu-

tion. 

 Performs any other task assigned by the Chapter President. 

 Manages new membership applications. 

 Recommends programs to the Chapter Board, and membership on promoting new     membership. 

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the   Chapter President. 

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Serves as a member on the Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter One Veterans Assistance Fund       

(RTIN1-VAF) Committee. 
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Chairman of the Board 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

The Chairman of the Board is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Chairman of the Board enhances the 

organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling   Thunder® mission statement, accomplish-

ments, and goals to the public and garners support from the community. 

 

 The duties of the Chapter COB will include, but not limited to the following duties: 

 

 Runs the Board meeting and ensures they are run by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution and      

Roberts rules when applicable. 

 He/she is the deciding vote should there be a deadlock on the tabled issues. 

 Responsible to the President of the Chapter or Vice President if filling in for the President. 

 Prepares agenda for each scheduled Board meeting and ensures that the agenda is followed by the Board 

members. 

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chapter President. 

 Must have held another office, i.e.: Treasure, Secretary, or Board member, for a full term with Indiana   

Chapter #1.  

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Serves as a member on the Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter One Veterans Assistance Fund          

(RTIN1-VAF) Committee. 
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Chapter Treasurer 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

The Chapter Treasurer is an elected official with a (2) year term. He/she maintains custody of all the     Chap-

ter funds, and securities and will keep a full and accurate account of all receipts and disbursements in a ledg-

er. The Chapter Treasurer enhances the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling 

Thunder® mission statement, accomplishments, and goals to the public and garners support from the     com-

munity. 

 

The duties of the Chapter Treasurer will include, but not limited to the following duties: 

  

 Disbursement of the funds of the Chapter as directed by the Board of Director after  approved by the 

Membership, and will comply with the Rolling Thunder® National   Constitution. 

 Maintains full accountability of all finances, to include the reconciliation of all Chapter bank accounts 

(General Operating Account, Gaming, and PayPal). 

 Maintains comprehensive documented audit trail: receipts etc. of all accounts receivable and payable. 

 Assist in the preparation of annual financial report. 

 Provides monthly financial report to the Chapter. 

 Collects and deposits annual membership dues, patch deposits, and other funds received by the Chapter. 

 Prepare financial analytical reports as needed for the Officers and Board of Directors. 

 Prepare an annual budget of revenues and expenses for Board of Directors and Membership approval. 

 Prepare Federal and State tax returns. 

 Obtain raffle licenses from the Gaming Commission and prepare event reports and  annual                   

reports. Prepare and submit lease contracts for events supporting raffle ticket sales. 

 Must have business background and experience, and/or education in finance and accounting.             

Comfortable in the use of the computer for email, internet, and accounting software. 

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chapter President. 

 Serves as a member on the Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter One Veterans Assistance Fund (RTIN1-

VAF) Committee. 
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Chapter Board Member 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

The Chapter Board Member is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Chapter Board Member enhances 

the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling   Thunder® mission statement, accom-

plishments, and goals to the public and garners  support from the community. 

 

The duties of the Board Member will include, but not limited to the following duties: 

 

 Reports to the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must attend all scheduled Board meetings and special Board meetings as determined by the Chairman of 

the Board or Chapter President.   

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chairman of the 

Board or Chapter President. 

 Makes recommendations to the Board that will help promote the Chapter’s mission and goals. 

 Participates in Board discussions as presented by the Chairman of the Board or other Board Members. 

 Votes on subject maters as directed by the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Have a working knowledge of the National Constitution and Chapter Rules found on the Rolling      

Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 website. 

 Serves as a member on the Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter One Veterans Assistance Fund        

(RTIN1-VAF) Committee. 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

4 members rode to Marseilles Illinois to participate in the Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run. The weather 

was perfect for the trip and the turnout was good for the run.  By the time the group was ready to leave 

the Grundy Fairground there were 600 to700 motorcycles in the parking lot. 

After we arrived Friday evening, we went out for supper and our Junior member Nate was presented with 

a nice coloring book with nice pink buck with crayons. Nate had a good time with the coloring book. 

While at the restaurant, a Veteran came up and gave us two pomes that he wrote and wanted to share 

them with the membership. The two pomes are located on pages 11 through 15. 

After supper, we rode down to the memorial to see the memorial at sunset. The picture to the right was 

taken before the sun went down and it was a beautiful site. Visiting the memorial in the evening is a 

peaceful time to go and it gives you more time to think about the 8,000 names listed on the wall.  

Staging at the Grundy Fair Grounds Ceremony at the memorial after the run. 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

Freedom Page 1 of 3 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

Freedom Page 2 of 3 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

Freedom Page 3 of 3 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

The Cross Page 1 of 2 
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Ride to the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial 

Marseilles, Illinois 

June 17 & 18th  

The Cross Page 2 of 2 



16 

Ed Newbill, Chuck & Carla Henderson 

Route 66 Trip 

In June, Ed Newbill, Chuck and Carla Henderson and several other riders headed West on Route 66 to      

California. Below is some pictures that Ed sent me along their trip. 

Springfield, Missouri 

22,000 pound Clydesdale Made the midway point on June 13th 

Chuck and Carla 

Winslow Arizona            
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Ed Newbill, Chuck & Carla Henderson 

Route 66 Trip 

- Continued - 

Ed, who’s handle is Breakdown, lived up to his handle. I think it was somewhere in Arizona when Ed’s 

bike broke down with some brake issues and stranded him along the highway. Along came a guarding an-

gel with a trailer that picked up Ed and his bike and took him to his home garage for repairs.  

The issue turned out to be a simple fix and Ed was back on the road. Ed was able to catch up with the main 

body the next day. 

On June 19th, Ed, Carla, and Chuck made it to the pier and the end of the trail. On June 29th, I received a 

text from Ed that he made it back home in Indiana.  

I’m sure Ed, Carla and Chuck will have a lot of stories to tell about their trip. Glad to hear that you all made 

it back home safely. 
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The Department of Veterans Affairs dedicated a new columbarium in Indianapolis, Indiana, allowing VA to 

conduct new interments of Veterans and eligible family members in the city for the first time since 1959. 

VA Deputy Secretary Donald Remy and VA Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs Matt Quinn unveiled the 

dedication plaque for the cremains-only expansion to Crown Hill National Cemetery during a July 1        

ceremony. 

"This new facility will serve as a place of honored repose for Indiana Veterans for the next 100 years or 

more," Remy said. "We know Hoosiers have served our nation with dedication and courage since before   

Indiana even entered the union. It is only fitting we recognize their service and sacrifice with a lasting     

memorial like that at Crown Hill." 

The columbarium, which will cover 15 acres of ground, is expected to serve a population of more than 

250,000 Veterans, their spouses and eligible children within a 75-mile radius of Indianapolis. It is an annex 

to the nearby historic Crown Hill National Cemetery, which opened in 1866 and contains just over 2,000 

gravesites on 2.5 acres. 

The historic cemetery is located inside the boundaries of the privately-owned Crown Hill Cemetery. It 

reached full capacity and was closed to most interments in 1959, though subsequent interments of family 

members in the same gravesite have taken place since then. 

Construction on the first phase of the columbarium began June 2021 at a cost of $15.75M and provides 

more than 3,400 above-ground columbarium niches for inurnments and space for more than 370 memorial 

plaques. Subsequent phases will be completed in coming decades until the final planned capacity of more 

than 36,000 niches is reached. 

The Crown Hill columbarium is the second to be completed under the National Cemetery Administration's 

Urban Initiative program. The program improves access to Veteran burial benefits in certain urban areas 

through the construction of columbaria based on established criteria. 

VA dedicates new columbarium at Crown Hill National Cemetery 

July 1, 2022 
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Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Membership Patches and Obligations 

National Constitution 

If you mail your patches to the Chapter, make sure you send the package CERTIFIED 
or PRIORITY mail for tracking purposes and insure the package for $150.00. 
 
Please DO NOT Glue your patches on your vest. National will NOT accept damaged 
patches and you may lose your patch refund. 

Retrieve Patches: It’s the Chapters responsibility to retrieve all patches. If a member does not renew dues 

in a reasonable time, thirty days from the end of February the Chapter President or his appointed           

representative will collect their patches. Any Chapter that does not retrieve the members patches will be 

held liable for their cost. Any problems from a delinquent member to collect our property, if needed have a 

lawyer send a letter and take them to court (quote the constitution) that a member will pay all court and 

lawyers fees. The Chapter will pay National $150.00 per set lost and members deposit will not be          

refunded. 

The Chapter Boot Patch. All members will      

receive a Rolling Thunder® Membership Boot 

patch when they become a full member at the end 

of a 120-day period. If a member meets his/her     

obligations before the 120 days are up they are    

entitled to receive their Boot patch no earlier than 

90 days, provided they meet all other (loyalty and 

conduct) requirements. A new member must make 

3 meetings or events, or a combination thereof,    

during the 120-day trial period to become a full 

member. A $50.00 patch deposit is required before   

National will issue the Boot Patch.  

The Rocker and Eagle Patches. After a    

member completes his/her first year (from the 

day they receive their boot patch) as a member in 

good standing ,they will be issued the   Eagle & 

Rocker patches, which is the property of         

National.  A $100.00 patch deposit is                      

required before National will issue the Rocker 

and Eagle Patches. 

Membership Obligations 

The Rolling Thunder® patches are items that members strive to obtain. The Boot patch represents the    

members Chapter, and the Rocker and Eagle represents Rolling Thunder® National. These patches should 

be worn proudly and with respect. When a member is issued these patches, they have an obligation to take 

care of them and turn them in if they decide to quit Rolling Thunder® for whatever reason. Below is an 

abstract from the National Constitution on the members obligations that they agree to when they receive 

these patches. 
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POW/MIA Affairs Committee 

2022 MIAs Accounted-For 

DPAA 2022 Accounted for: 33 

As of June 30, 2022 

Accounted-For by War 

 

WWII (26) 

Korea (7) 

Vietnam/Laos (0) 

 

Accounted-For By Service 

 

U.S Army (21) 

U.S Army Air Forces (10) 

U.S Marine Corps (2) 

U.S Marine Corps Reserves (0 ) 

U.S Navy (0) 

U.S Navy Reserves (0) 

U.S Air Force (0) 

U.S Coast Guard (0) 

Name DOL Identified Returned County HOR 

F3C Alferd E. Livingston 12-7-1941 2-1-2007 7-21-2007 USS Oklahoma Worthington  

1st Class Paul A. Nash  12-7-1941 4-15-2015 6-30-2016 USS Oklahoma Carlisle  

3rd Class Francis L. Hannon  12-7-1941 10-24-2017  USS Oklahoma Indianapolis 

SEA1 Oris V. Brandt 12-7-1941 2-20-2019  USS Oklahoma Kentland 

PFC USMC Marley R. Arthurholtz 12-7-1941 9-18-2019 12-7-2019 USS Oklahoma South Bend 

CPO B. James Booe 12-7-1941 9-29-2020 6-1-2021 USS Oklahoma Veedersburg 

SEA1 Maurice V. Spangler 12-7-1941 3-27-2020  USS Oklahoma Ft. Wayne 

2nd Class Harold F. Trapp 12-7-1941 11-24-2020  USS Oklahoma LaPorte 

3Rd Class Willaim H. Trapp 12-7-1941 11-24-2020  USS Oklahoma LaPorte 

George Gilbert 12-7-941 8-24-2020 6-6-2022 USS Oklahoma Indianapolis 

Indiana Heroes that have been Identified 
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POW/MIA Affairs Committee 

Continue 

Name DOL Identified Returned County HOR 

PVT USMC Fred Freet 11-20-1943 8-6-2018 4-18-2019 Tarawa Atoll Marion 

PVT USMC William E. Ramboo 11-20-1943 7-13-2019  Betio Island LaPorte 

PFC USMC Louis Wiesshan 11-21-1943 9-23-2019 6-11-2020 Tarawa Atoll Richmond 

PFC USMC Charles D. Miller 11-22-1943 5-19-2020  Tarawa Atoll Albany  

1LT Robert L. McIntosh 5-12-1944 8-1-2015 8-13-2016 Italy Tipton 

TSGT Charles G. Ruble 9-17-1944 5-31-2019 3-2-2020 Netherlands  Parker City 

PFC Army Clifford M. Mills 9-18-1944 1-29-2019 3-30-2019 Germany Troy 

PFC Marvin E. Dickson 11-13-1944 9-27-2018 6-8-2019 Germany Indianapolis 

MSG Charles H. McDaniel  11-1-1950 9-12-2018 10-27-2018 Korea Greenwood 

SGT Stanley Lee Dewitt 11-1-1950 6-5-2020 10-19-2021 Chosen Reservoir Royal City 

SFC James A. Coleman 10-3-1952 5-23-2022  Korea Hillsdale 

Indiana Heroes that have been Identified 
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POW/MIA Education Reading  

And  

Websites 

Recommended Books 

Title Author 

Leave No Man Behind Bill Bell 

Why Didn’t You Get Me  Out Frank Aton 

Kiss The Boys Goodbye Monika Jensen-Stevenson & William Stevenson 

Betrayed Joseph D. Douglass, Jr 

Still Waiting Linda Cope 

An Enormous Crime Bill Hendon and Elizabeth A Stewart  

Note: Books marked in RED are highly recommended reads. 

Recommended Web Sites 

Title URL 

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) http://www.dpaa.mil/ 

Biographies on Prisoners of War and Missing in Action  http://www.pownetwork.org/bios.htm 

Rolling Thunder National http://www.rollingthunder1.com/ 

National League of POW/MIA Families http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/ 

Rolling Thunder Indiana Chapter 1 http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/ 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve http://esgr.mil/in 

Veterans Support Council of Marion County  http://www.vscmc.com/ 

Veterans Events http://www.veteranevents.org/ 

American Ex-Prisoners of War http://www.axpow.org/default.htm 
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The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge  

Mr. Paynter with his wife 

Becky. Hard to believe that a 

Marine could make such a catch  

Larry Paynter is a proud Marine, Chapter Member, and along with his 

wife Becky, own and operate the Coachman Restaurant & Lounge in 

Plainfield, IN. The Coachman is famous for mouthwatering Prime Rib, 

Fresh cut steaks, large seafood selection, and the best Pork Tenderloin 

sandwich anywhere. 

The Coachman offers daily lunch, and dinner food specials, with discount 

on appetizers, desserts, wine, liquor, and beer. 

Join us for great food, and service along with our beautiful Patio for out-

side dining and entertainment (weather permitting). The Coachman is lo-

cated at 6112 Cambridge Way, Plainfield, IN 46168 

Visit the Coachman at http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com 

The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge 

10% discount with this coupon 

 

Not available with any other discounts 

                                Always remember our American POWs and MIAs 

http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com
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Ed Duam is a long time Rolling Thunder Chapter Member, and owner of the Do it Best Hardware store 

in Plainfield, IN. Ed has a great selection of hardware products for you do-it-yourselfers.  If you are in a 

need of an American, POW-MIA, or State flag, see Ed. His flags are top American quality at a reasona-

ble price.  

 

 

Ed offers 10% discount to Veterans. 

Web site: http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/ 

 

 

Store Address: 1001 East Main Street, Plainfield, IN 46168 (317) 839-2353 

 

Ed will love to see yea 

http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/
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This page is dedicated to our brothers and sisters hat have gone on to ride the heavens 

 

NEVER FORGET 

Tookolo, Allen, Member, November 2002 Booth, Frank, Member, 2004 

Walker, Bruce, Member, October 2004 Parish, Bruce “Buz”, Past President, Sept 2008 

Brinkley, Jon Past President, January 2009 Leck, Lou, Member, September 2009 

Hall, Bruce, Member, March 2010 Gigle, Gene, Member, August 2011 

Jolly, Ron Past Vice President, December 2011 Kaler, Steve, Past President, June 2012 

Wilson, John, US Army WWII POW, July 2012 Loffredo, Nicholas, Member, August 2012 

Freeman, James, Past Board, August 2012 Fulmer, Kenneth, Member, August 2012 

Huelskamp, Glenn, Member, February 2013 Hillis, George “Sam”, May 2013 

Winters, Steve, Member, September 2013 Meyerrose, Timothy, Member, May 2014 

Richard (Dick) Forrey, Member June 2015 Hutchinson, James Alt Board Member, Dec 2015 

Mary Brodrick, Member April 2016 Van Brunt, Craig, May 2016 

Gary Stanley, Member October 2017 Jimmie Earl Brown , Member August 2018 

Ruth Smith, Member September 2018 Damon Gastineau , Member December 2018 

Joseph Smith, Member April 2018 Linda Cope, Past Secretary June 2019 

Walter “Wally” J. Dudek, Member November 2019 Joe Kernan, USN Vietnam War POW, July 2020 

Melanie Bailey, Member November 25, 2021 Katherina Bean, Member December 14, 2021 

Donald Leffler, Member December 20, 2021 Richard Harrington, Past COB, January 17, 2022 


